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In  the  first  part  of  the  17th  century  Ephraim,  James  and  John 
Co wen  came  from  Scotland  to  Massachusetts.  (Transcript  30  Apr. 
1913,  #3284)  Descendants  of  Ephraim  and  James  were  in  Massa¬ 

chusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  New  York  and  perhaps  Pennsylvania. 
John  married  in  1656,  in  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  where  he  settled. 
His  descendaMi  have  been  located  in  Massachusetts ,  Rhode  Island, 
New  York  and  Ohio. 
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First  Generation:  J ohn  ( 1) 


According  to  Deane's  "History  of  Scituate,"  published 
in  1831,  p.  155,  JOHN  COWEN  appeared  in  Scituate,  Massachusetts 
in  1656.  He  was  a  Scotchman ,  and  in  various  records  the  name  is 
listed  as  Cowen,  Cowin,  Coweng,  Cowing,  Couin,  Cowine,  and  is  of¬ 
ten  mis-spelled  Cowan.  Cowan  is  generally  indicative  of  Irish 
descent. 


The  place  and  date  of  his  birth  and  of  his  death  are 
unknown.  The  application  blank  of  Benjamin  Rush  Cowen  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  which  was  approved 
14  Feb.  1896,  states:  "Immigrant  ancestor,  John  Cowen,- came  from 
Edinboro' ,  Scotland,  to  Scituate,  Massachusetts  in  1656,  and  the 
same  year  married . "  No  reference  is  given. 

cD 

Scituate  Vital  Records  list  his  marriage  in  late  March  SI 
1656  to  Rebackah  Man,  widow  of  Richard,  "Intention  not  recorded." 
There  is  no  record  of  her  maiden  name,  nor  of  her  birth  or  death. 

A  note  of  Benjamin  Sprague  Cowen  says  she  was  buried  in  Hingham, 
but  gives  no  source  for  this  information.  - - - 

Inventory  of  Richard  Mann' s  estate  was  taken  on  14  Apr. 
1656,  after  Rebecca's  marriage  to  John.  His  real  estate,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  record,  consisted  of  "one  Dwelling  house  &  barae  with 
45  acars  of  upland  13  Acars  of  Marshland  with  the  Residew  of  a 
share  of  Connahasett  land  undevided. "  The  valuation  was  4  40. 

Administration  was  granted  to  the  widow ,  who  agreed 
to  give  three  pounds  to  each  of  her  three  yormgest  children  on 
6  May  1656. 

Deane,  pp.  243-4.  says  that  John  Cowen  lived  in  the 
Mann  house,  located  on  Man(n)  hill,  south  of  great  Musquash cut 
pond,  until  1670,  when  he  built  on  land  he  had  purchased  in  Con- 
ihasset,  north  of  Sweet  swamp,  and  east  of  Michael  Fierce's  farm. 

His  house  stood  where  the  house  of  Stephen  Litchfield  now  (1831) 
stands. 


He  was  a  "planter."  His  name  appears  on  the  list  of 
those  who  took  the  "oath  of  fidelity"  from  1663  to  1668.  Many 
of  these  were  church  members,  but  they  declined  the  "freeman's 
oath"  at  first,  although  most  eventually  accepted  it. 

On  5  Oct.  1665,  John  Cowen  gave  bond  for  the  Mann 
children,  sons  of  Rebecca's  first  marriage.  (See  copy  of  Bond) 

Deane,  p.  155,  quotes  from  the  Colony  records  a  curious 
evidence  of  his  Scottish  spirit:  "1670.  John  Cowen  appeared  in 
Court  to  answer  for  contemptible  words  against  Royal  Authority: 
to  wit:  that  he  scorned  to  be  in  subjection  to  an  Englishman  - 
and  that  there  never  was  any  King  in  England,  that  was  an  Eng¬ 
lishman,  save  one  crooked  Back'd  Richard  -  a  crooked  Rogue,  just 
like  such  an  one,  (naming  a  well  known  hunchback.)"  "Cleared." 
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John  Cowen' s  name  is  on  the  list  of  "allowed  and  ap¬ 
proved  inhabitants,"  to  whom  portions  of  the  common  lands  were 
assigned  by  the  joint?  committee  of  the  Court  and  the  Town  in 
1673.  (Deane,  p.  156) 


Rebecca  Man  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  when  she  mar¬ 
ried  John  Cowen.  The  Scituate  Vital- Records  list  the  births  of 
these  children  between  1646  and  1654,  and  of  the  five  bom  to 
Rebecca  and  John  between  the  years  1657  and  1666. 


On  26  Mar.  1676  two  of  Rebecca's  sons,  Thomas  Marm 
and  Joseph  Cowen,  under  the  command  of  Captain  John  Williams, 
participated  in  the  bloody  "Pierce's  fight"  at  Rehobeth.  In 
this  desperate  fight,  sixty-three  Englishmen  and  twenty  friendly 
Indians  fought  in- a  ring,  back  to  back,  for  two  hours.  The  odds 
were  overwhelming,  and  only  eleven  white  men  survived.  Of  the 
opposing  force  of  Indians,  one  hundred  and  forty  were  killed. 

On  the  colonists’  side,  Joseph  was  among  those  killed;'  Thomas 
survived,  but  was  badly  wounded.  (Rehobeth  Records,  p.  919) 


">7  Scituate  Vital  Records  list  these  children, 

John  and  Rebecca  Mann  Cowen: 


bom  to 


J  oseph 

Mary 

John 

Ysrael 

Rebecca 


b.  8  Dec.  1657;  d. 

b.  14  May  1659;  d. 

b.  10  July  16-62; 

b.  10  Dec.  16-6-4;  d. 

b.  10  Aur .  1666:  d. 


e' 

26  Mar.  1676,  umii.p,/ 
no  further  record  found  ':; 


/ 


Scituate,  15  Jan.  1717/6 


According  to  Deane,  p.  244,  and  Savage's  Genealogical 
Dictionary  (which  credits  Deane  as  its  source) : 

John,  Jr.  married  1687,  Deborah  Litchfield 

Israel  Hannah  Litchfield 

Rebecca  m.  19  Dec.  1693,  Obadiah  Hawes  of  Dorchester 


The  line  of  Israel  Cowing,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Man(n)  Cowen,  is  followed  for  several  generations  in  W.  J. 
Litchfield's  "-Lawrence  Litchfield  and  His  Descendants,"  pub¬ 
lished  1901-06. 


"Bond  of  John  Gov/in  and  Janes  Cudworth 


Know  all  men  by  these  psents  that  wee  John  Cowine 
of  the  Towne  of  Scituate  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Plymouth  in 
Mew  England  in  America  planter  and  James  Cudworth  Senior  of 
the  Towne  aforesaid  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  aforesaid  Gen( tie- 
men)  doe  aeknowlidge  ourselves  to  be  bound  and  firmly  obli¬ 
gated  unto  the  G-ovr  and  Court  of  Plymouth  aforesaid  in  the 
just  sume  well  and  truely  to  be  made  wee  bind  ourselves  our 
heires  executors  and  administrators  Joyntly  and  severally 
by  these  prsent-s  sealed  and  given  this  fift  day  of  October  An¬ 
no:  Pom:  1665. 

The  Condition  of  the  above  written  obligation  is 
Such  that  in  case  the  above  bounden  John  Cowine  hee  his  heires 
executors  and  administrators  doe  pay  or  cause  to  be  payed  un¬ 
to  Richard  Man  Thomas  Man  and  Joseph  Mann  the  sonnes  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Man  deceased  to  each  of  then  the  sume  of  five  pounds  ster¬ 
ling  in  good  and  currant  pay  att  the  time  of  the  delivery  therof 
which  is  to  be  when  as  the  said  psons  and  as  they  shal  come  to 
attaine  the  age  of  twenty  one  yeares;  which  is  the  pte  and  por¬ 
tion  of  each  of  them  from  their  said  father1 s  estate  that  then 
the  above  -  said  obligation  to  bee  void  and  of  none  effect  or 
otherwise  to  Remaine  in  full  force  and  vertue. 

Signed  Sealed 

and  delivered  in  the  prsence  of 

Samuel!  Nash  X  (Seal) 

Nath  Thomas  James  Cudworth  (Seal)  " 

A  copy  of 'this  may  be  found  in  C.  H.  Pope's  "Plymouth 
Scrap  Book,"  p.  41. 
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Second  Generation :  John  (2),  John  (1) 

John  Co wen ,  son  of  John  and -Rebecca  Man  Cowen,  was  born 
at  Scituate ,  Massachusetts,  10  July  1662.  Deane  and  Savage  state 
that  he  married,  about  1687,  Deborah  Litchfield,  daughter  of  Josiah. 
The  births  of  his  children  are3istedrTn^tHe~~Scltuate  Records,  vol. 
1,  p.  160,  as  children  of  John  Oowen,  Jr. ,  and  the  name  of  his  wife 
does  not  appear. 

According  to  W.  J.  Litchfield's  "Lawrence  Litchfield  and 
His  Descendants,"  published  1901-06,  pp.  36-7,  no  marriage  record 
of  John  Cowen  has  been  found  and  there  was  no  daughter  Deborah  re¬ 
corded  as  bom  to  Lawrence  and  Justih  Dennis  Litchfield,  or  to 
their  only  married  son,  Josiah  and  his  wife  Sarah  Baker  Litchfield. 
He  finds  no  Deborah  in  Scituate  to  fit  the  case. 

He  continues :  "Dependence  Litchfield,  second- daughter 
and  third  child  of  Lawrence  and,  Judith  Dennis  Litchfield,  was  bom 
in  Scituate,  where  the  record  (only  one  of  Lawrence's  children)  is 
still  legible  on  the  town  clerk's  first  book  of  vital  records: 
'Dependence  -the  daughter  of  Larance  Lechfield  was  Bom  ye  15  of  • 
Pebruary  1646.'  In  1672  by  the  will  of— Hester  (Ester)  Woo&field, 
Dependence  received  ten  shillings;  in  1649  she  was  remembered  with 
her  brother  and  sister,  in  the  will  of  her  grandfather,  William 
Dennis;  in  1678,  she  signed  a  paper  in  receipt  of  all  her  interest 
in  the  estate  of  her  brother,  Experience  Litchfield;  in  1683, 
William  Peakes  bequeathed  her  thirty  pounds  and  ' houserome  and 
fiering  soe  longe  as  shee  Liueth  a  single  woman;'  in  1685  her  moth¬ 
er  Judith  Peakes  mentions  her  in  her  will  as  unmarried.  It  is 
possible  that  it  was  Dependence,  called  by  Deane  'Deborah,1  who 
married  in  1687,  John  Cowen,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Man  Cowen. 

If  this  was  Dependence ' instead  of  Deborah,  then  she  was  about 
forty-one  years  old. ....  sixteen  years  older  than  John.  As  the 
births  of  his  children  are  recorded  in  Scituate  between  1688  through 
1705,  she  could  not  have  been  the  mother  af  all  of  his  children. 

It  seems  more  probable  that  Dependence  died  unmarried,  although 
no  record  of  a  death  of  a  Dependence  Litchfield  (nor  of  a  Deborah 
or  Dependence  Cowen)  has  been  found,  nor  is  there  any  record  of 
the  administration  of  her  estate.  The  supposition  that  Dependence 
married  a  Barrett  has  no  foundation. 

"Lawrence  Litchfield  had  only  one  son  who  married  - 
Josiah,  on  22  Peb.  1671  to  Sarah  Baker.  Their  first  child  re¬ 
corded  in  Scituate  V.  -R.  was  Hannah,  bom  24  Deb.  1672,  who 
married  Israel  Cowing,  brother  of  John.  Their  second  recorded' 
child  was  Sarah,  bom  25  Sept.  1674,  who  married  IchabOd  Damon. 
Children  born  later  were  too  young  to  marry  John  Cowen. " 

Did  they  have  a  Deborah  born  between  22  Peb.  1671  and 
24  Dec.  1672  ?  If  so ,  is  fhe'^Saral.  _____  Cowen  (below)  a  second 
wife  ? 


Plymouth  County  Deeds,  vol.  vi,  p.  155,  and  Plymouth 
County  Records,  p.  74:  "Nicholas  Litchfield  as  Grantee:  28  Peb. 
1705/6,  John  Cowing,  Jr.  for  i  80,  to  'nicholas  Leachfield 
cordwainer,'  25  A.  upland  and  swamp,  whereon  grantor  dwelt,  ex¬ 
cept  dwelling  house  and  barn  on  said  land.  Witnesses?'  Josiah 
Leachfield,  Jr.,  and  Israel  Cowing.  Rec.  10  Apr.  1708.  Sarah, 
wife  of  grantor,  released." 


This,  and  the  fact  that  John,  Jr.'s  first  child,  a 
daughter,  born  9  July  1688,  was  named  Sarah,  suggests  that  he 
did  not  marry  Deborah  or •  Dependence  Litchfield,  but  Sarah  ________ 

Deane  was  not  infallible,  and  Savage  cites  Deane  as  his  source 
for  his  Cowing  information. 


Births  of  children  to  "John,  Jr."  continue  in  the  Seit- 
uate  Vital  Records  through  1705.  By  1717  records  of  the  family 
appear  in  Rochester,  Massachusetts,  where  John  Cowing  served  as 
a  selectman  early  in  the  history- of  the  town,  ho  record  is  found 
of  the  death  of  John,  Jr.'s  wife,  but  this  occurred  before  1719. 
Rochester  Vital  Records  list  the  marriage  (intention  not  recorded) 
of  John  Cowing,  Jr. ,  and  Desire  Hawes  Hatch,  on  19  June  1719. 

"Mayflower  Descendant,"  vol.  xx,  p.  73-5,  identifies 
her  as  Desire,  daughter  of  Cant.  John  and  Desire  Gorham  Hawes, 
and  grand- daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Desire  Howland  Gorham.  De¬ 
sire  Howland  Gorham's  father  was  John  Hoy; land  of  the  Mayflower. 


Desire  Hawes  Hatch  was  the  widow  of  Josiah  Hatch,  who 
was 'born  30  May  1680  and  died  in  Rochester  (Vital  Records)  12 
Jan,.  17X4/5.  He  w as  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Doty  Hatch,  and 
through  his  mother,  descended  from  Edward  Doty  of  the  Mayflower. 
Children  of  this  marriage,  recorded  in  Rochester  Vital  Records : 


Desiar  b. 
Edmond  b. 
.Zeruiah  b. 
Jabiz  b. 
Ebenezer  b. 


3  Reb. 
10  July 
10  Sept. 
21  May 
8  Mar. 


1703: 
1705;  m. 
1707; 
1709 ; 
1710/1; 


Reliance 


Ho  children  are  listed  for  John  and  Desire  Cowen,  and 
she  did  not  live  long  after  their  marriage.  Gravestone  Records 
from  Cemetery  Humber  One  between  Count  and  '  inthrop  Streets  in 
Province town ,  Massachusetts  were  printed  in  the "Mayflower  Des¬ 
cendant,"  vol.  viii ,  and  on  p.  20  is: 

" COWING j  Desire,  wife  of  John  died  February  8, 
1723/4,  in  her  40th  year. " 


At  least  one  of  John.,  Jr.'s  children  had  died  and  two 
had  married  before  his  marriage  to  Desire.  John  III  removed  to 
Rhode  Island.  He  and  his  descendants  generally  spelled  the  name 
"Cowen."  Joshua,  Caleb  and  Israel  remained  In  Rochester,  and 
their  descendants  are  usually  listed  in  the  Vital  Records  under 
"Cowing."  Of  Desire's  children,  only  Edmond  is  given  in  later 
records,  with  the  birth  of  Jabez,  30  Aug.  1728,  to  Edmond  and 
Reliance  ______  Hatch. 

John,  Jr.,  survived  Desire,  but  the  record  of  his  death 
has  not  been  found.  There  are  ref erences -  to  his  family  in  "The 
History  of  tlattapolsett  and  Old  Rochester,"  by  Leonard.  Some 
of  his  descendants  in  the  town  became  Quakers. 


Scituate  Vital  Records  name  these  children,  born 
to  "John  Cowen,  Jr.": 

Sarah  b.  9  July  1688;  d. 

m. 
b. 

son  of 


d 


. 


b.  18  Apr.  1690;  d.  Rochester,  3  Mar.  1717/8 

no  record  found  of  marriage  or  of  family 
b.  9  Oct.  1692;  d. 
m.  prob.  R.  I.,  c.  1717,  Sarah 

b.  d. 

d.  of 

b.  9  July  1694;  d. 

m.  Rochester,  11  Feb.  1719/20,  Sarah ( Sary)  ?etty(?ettace 

b .  d. 

d.  of 

b.  4  July  I696;  d.  Rochester,  before  10  June  1777 
m.  Middleboro,  Mass.,  3  May  1734,  Anna  Richmond, 
b.  14  Oct.  1704;  d.  Rochester,  after  10  Feb.  1783 
d.  of  Ebenezer  and -Anna  Sprout  Richmond  of  Middleboro; 
through  her  mother,  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Rogers  and 
Henry  Sampson  of  the  Mayflower 
b.  7  Sept‘  1701;  d. 

m.  int.  Rochester j  la  Dec.  1733,  Experience  Philips  * 
b.  Taunton,  Mass. ,  8  Apr.  1702;  d. 

d.  of  James  and  Elizabeth  French  Philips  of  Taunton  * 
b.  1  Apr.  1705;  d. 

nM  Rochester,  9  Aug.  1734,  Jacob  French  of  Taunton 
b.  d. 

son  of 
*  Taunton  Vital  Records 

The  first  five  children  were  recorded  as  "Cowen"  and 
the  last  two  were  "Cowing." 


Note;  When  W.  J.  Litchfield  wrote  his  "Lawrence  Litch¬ 
field  and  His  Descendants,"  (1901-06)  he  gave  the  line  of  Israel 
Cowing ,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Man  Cowen  for  several  generations. 
He  expected  later  to  give  a  more  complete  account  of  the  Cowing  - 
Cowen  family  in  an  appendix.  He  then  hoped  to  throw  more  light 
on  the  subject  of  Deborah  (?)  Litchfield.  It  appears  that  this 
appendix  was  never  published. 

Janet  McKay  Cowing  of  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  made  a 
considerable  study  of  this  family.  Her  research  resulted  in  her 
acceptance  of  Sarah  __  as  the  wife  of  John  Cowen,  Jr.  In  1900 
Miss  Cowing  joined  the  Mayflower  Society  (no.  567)  being  seventh 
in  descent  from  Thomas  Rogers. ■  In  1923  she  published  a  brochure 
on  her  Cowing  line;  Janet  (6),  John  ?.  (5),  James  (4),  Caleb  (3), 
John  (2),  John  (1). 


Joseph 

John 

Joshua 

Caleb 

Israel 

Mary 


Third  Generation:  John  (3),  John  (2),  John  ( 1) 


John  Cowen,  III,  son  of  John  Cowen,  Jr.,  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  •  (or  Deborah  Litchfield  ?)  was  born  in  Scituate ,  Mass- 
acliuse'tts"“  9  Oct.  1692.  (Vital  Records) 

Deane  speaks  of  "remarkable  migrations"  from  Scituate 
to  other  towns  from  time  to  time.  In  1710  there  was  one  from 
Scituate,  Massachusetts  to  Scituate  and  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

John  Cowen,  III,  appeared  in  Scituate,  Rhode  Island 
in  1712  or  1713.  (Notes  of  Benjamin  Sprague  Cowen  -  no  reference 
given)  Records  of  the  Pirst  Church  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts 
(Congregational)  list  Cowens  and  Cowings  at  least  as  early  as  1711. 
The  Pirst  Church  of  Rochester  (Congregational)  and  the  Priends  Soc¬ 
iety  of  that  town  carry  names  of  many  Cowens  and  Co wings  from  1717 
on.  Perhaps  John,  III,  removed  to  Rhode  Island  because  his  sympa¬ 
thies  were  with  the  Baptist  Church.  Many  of  his  descendants  were 
members  of  this  latter  denomination. 

About  1717  John,  III,  married  Sarah  .  Record  of 

their  marria.ge  and  of  their  deaths  has  not  been  located ,  but 
births  of  their  children  are  recorded  in  Smithfield,  Rhode  Island. 
Pour  of  the  eight  were  given  names  of  that  many  of  the  children  of 
John  Cowen,  Jr. ,  of  Scituate  and  Rochester,  Massachusetts.  The 
name  Joseph  again  appears  -  in  memory  of  the  uncle -killed  in  the 


Indian  war 

’  and  of  his 

namesake , 

John  ill's  brother,  who 

had  died 

in  Rochester.  By  1747  records  of  the  familjr  are  in  Glocester,  R 

Smithfield 

Vital  Records  list  these  children 

born  to 

"John  and 

Sarah 

Cov/en: " 

Mary 

b.  2H  Peb. 

1719/20;  d 

.  Smithfield 

1720 

Sarah 

b.  22  Hay 

1721:  d 

.  before 

1770 

m.  Smithfield,  26  June  1748,  Obadiah  So r ague 

b.  Providence,  1717; 

d.  Providence,  12  June 

1800,  ag.l 

James 

son  of  Richard  and  Mary  Sprague 

b.  19  Peb.  1722/3:  d. 

m;  Glocester,  2  Mar. 

1749,  Waite  Mathews on 

b. 

d.  of 

d. 

J  ohn 

b .  Jan. 

1724/5;  d. 

m.  Glocester,  4  Apr. 

1751,  Mary  Ballou 

b. 

d.  of 

d. 

Joseph 

b .  1  May 

m. 

1727:  d. 

Sarah 

b. 

d.  Hartford,  N.  Y. ,  20  Aug. 

1813,  ag. 

d.  of 

Alice 

b.  26  Peb. 

m. 

b. 

1728/9;  d. 

d. 

son  of 

Hannah 

b.  25  Apr. 

1732:  d. 

1824 

m.  * 

1754,  Seth 

Ballou 

— 

b. 

1734:  d. 

1806 

son  of  Nehemiah  and  Mary  Hall  Ballou 
Benjamin  b.  14-  Dec.  1734-'  d. 

m. 
b. 

d.  of 


d 


. 


Rhode  Island  Vital  Records  give  these  marriages: 
Smith-field  -  Sarah  Cower  and  Obadiah  Sprague  -  26  June  1748  by 

David  Comstock,  Justice  (son  of  Richard  and  Vary 
Sprague ) 

Glocester  -  James  Cower,  and  Suite  hathewson  -  2  Liar.  1749  by 

Richard  Smith,  Justice 

Glocester  -  John  Cowen,  Jr, ,  and  Vary  Ballou  -  4  ipr.  1751  by 

Richard  Smith,  Justice 


marriage 


has  not  been  found. 


The  record  of  Joseph's 
:rovidence  Records  (Arnold,  p.  46)  show: 

i-77  John  Coman  married  Sarah  Mitchell,  25 
i-14  Joseph  "  "  Sarah  Blanding,  7 


Mar.  1718 
Aug.  1746 


Mere  these  names  correct, 
The  1790  Census  for  Rhode 


or  were  they  misread  from  11  Cowen"  ? 
Island  lists  "Cowen"  but  not  "Goman. 


tl 


*  Hannah  Cowen  married  1754,  Seth  Ballou  (1734-1806) 
son  of  ITehemiah  and  Mary  Hall  Ballou.  She  died  1824.  Seth  in¬ 
herited  the  Ballou  homestead  at  Glocester  (in  the  part  now  Bur- 
rillville) .  from  "Compendium  of  American  Genealogy,"  vol.  vi , 

p.  66 9. 


"Genealogical  Biographies  of  South  Mast  Massachusetts," 
on  p.  ) 298 ,  reports  that  John,  son  of  John  Cowen  of  Scituate, 
married  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Crowell  of  Best  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Massachusetts.  "Uayf lower  Descendant,"  vol.  xiii,  p.  221, 

gives  her  birth  there  on  30  Jan.  1703.  John,  Jr. ,  could  have  mar¬ 
ried  her  after  the  death  of  Desire  in  1723/4,  but  this  seems  most 
unlikely.  His  son,  John  I  J_  j_  ^  s  'I  cL  s  more  nearly  the  age  to  have  mar¬ 
ried  Rachel,  but  his  wife  Sarah  was  living  as  late  as  1734,  and 
neither  this  John  nor  his  father  was  living  in  Scituate  at  that 
time.  If  Rachel  married- a  John  Cowen,  he  may  have  been  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  Ephraim  or  Janes,  brothers  of  the  first  John. 

Prom  the  "History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Rami lies  of  . 
Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,"  op.  105-110,  is  this:  "46.*?rince  , 
(Cowing)  son  of  John  (3),  John  (2),  John  (1)  and  Rachel  Crowell 
Cowing,  bom  in  Bridgewater ,  26  Aug.  1735;  died  iTTuTy  T7FSV  He 
married  in  Bridgewater,  30  Liar.  1762,  Margaret  Korkins  or  Markings. 
She  died  12  Apr.  1817,  aged  83.  His  will,  made  3  July  1788,  is 
recorded  in  llorthampton.  " 

"Children: 


47 .  J ©fan 

b. 

17  Liar. 

1763; 

48.  Reuben 

b. 

2  Oct. 

1765; 

49.  Rachel 

b. 

26  July 

1771:  m. 

Samuel  it he re 11 ,  Jr. 

50.  Pearcis 

b. 

24  July 

1768;  m. 

(int.  29  Dec.  1799)  Join 

Smith ,  J 

r. ,  of  Ch 

ester 

51.  Calvin 

b. 

19  Beb. 

1774; 

52.  Daniel 

b. 

3  Sept. 

1776; 

More 

inf  omation 

Is  needed 

on  both  these  John  (3)s  in 

order  to  clarify  this  generation. 

*Prince  (5)  Cowing,  son  of  Balch  (4)  and  Sarah  Howland  Cowing, 
was  born  in  Braintree ,  Massachusetts,  April  1754.  His  line  is 
Israel  (3),  Israel  (2)  and  John  (1).  He  is  not  the  one  who  m. 
1762.  (above) 


• 

Fourth  'Feneration: 


Joseph  (4),  John  (3),  John  (2),  John  (1) 


Joseph  Cowen,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  _ ^ ^  Cowen ,  was 

bom  at  Smithf ield,  Rhode  Island,  1  Hay  1727.  (Vital  Records) 

He  married,  about  1746,  Sarah  .  The  record  of 

their  marriage  has  not  been  found,  nor  has  that  of  his  death. 

Providence  Records  (Arnold,  p.  46)  show: 
i-77  John  Coman  married  Sarah  Hitchell  25  Mar.  1718 

i-14  Joseph  "  "  Sarah  3 landing  7  Aug.  1746 

Fere  these  names  correct,  or  were  they  misread  from  "Coman"  ? 

The  1790  Census  for  Rhode  Island  lists  "Cowen,"  but  not  "Conan." 

By  1747  Joseph  had  moved  to  Glocester,  Rhode  Island. 
The  Vital  Records  of  the  town  list  the  birth  of  his  first  child 
in  1747,  and  of  his  other  children  until  1764.  Marriages  of 
these  children  are  recorded  there  from  1767  until  1797. 

The  1790  Rhode  Island  Census  for  the  town  of  Gloces¬ 
ter  lists  Joseph  Cowen  as  one  head  of  2  free  white  males  16 
years  and  upward  including  heads  of  families;  2  white  males 
under  16:  and  2  white  females.  Since  only  the  name  of  the 
head  of  the  household  is  given,  there  is  no  way  to  identify 
the  family.  However,  in  1790  this  Joseph  had  no  sons  under  16, 
but  his  son  Joseph  was  by  then  the  father  of  two  sons  of  that 
age  group. 


Sarah  Cowen  either  went  with  her  son,  Joseph,  Jr.  , 
when  he  moved  to  Washington  county,  Hew  York  in  1793,  or  after 
he  had  settled  there  she  joined  his  family  and  made  her  home 
with  him.  There  is  no  record  to  show  whether  Josenh,  Sr. ,  died 
before  or  after  this  change. 

Sarah,  the '.widow  of  Joseph  (Sr.)  is  buried  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Washington  comity,  Hew  York,  in  the  Old  Cemetery  beside 
the  Baptist  Church.  (New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  vol.  cxv,  p.  205)  Her  tombstone  reads: 

"COWEN,  Mrs.  Sarah  died  20  Aug.  1813  Age  91  yrs . 

Widow  of  Joseph  Cowen 

She  was  a  member  of  tine  Baptist  Church 

56  years  and  adorned  her  profession  by 

an  exemplary  life  of  piety" 

Glocester  Vital  Records  list  these  children,  born  to 
"Joseph  and  Sarah  Cowen" : 

Alice  b.  5  Feb.  1747:  d. 

m.  Glocester,  11  Oct.  1767,  Benjamin  Thornton 

b.  d. 

son  of 

Benjamin  b.  28  July  1749:  d. 

m.  Glocester,  21  Apr.  1771,  Abigail  terry 
b.  d~ 

d.  of 

Anne  b.  23  Aug.  1751;  d.  Hartford,  17.  Y.  ,  2  Sept.  1831,  unm. 


Sayles  of  Smithfield 


Ot 


irah 


cy'»  "\T 
~  o 

Joseph 


J  onathan 


Than:  zf  ul 


Janes 


b.  20  Deb.  1753?  d. 

m.  Glocester,  30  Dec.  1776,  Esek 

b.  d. 

son  of 

b.  3  Oct.  1756:  d.  C-locester,  5  Oct.  1756,  unm. 

b.  28  Sept.  1758;  d.  Hartford,  N.  Y. ,  22  Deb.  1843 

n.  Glocester,  8  Jan.  1786,  Rhebe  Sprague 

b.  Johnston,  R.I.,  5  Sept.  1763:  d.  Hartford, 9  June  1826 
d.  of  Ebenezer  and  he li cent  Sheldon  Sprague 
b.  12  July  1760;  d. 

m.  G-locester,  5  Deb.  1798,  Amey  Cowen 
b.  d. 

d.  of  John  and 
b.  3  Dec.  1762:  d. 

m. 

b.  d. 

son  of 

b.  4  Har.  1764;  d. 

m.  Glocester,  17  July  1785,  Henrietta  Williams 
_  »» 

b.  d. 

d.  of  Nathan  and 


Sarah1 s  marriage  to  Esek  Sayles  is  .recorded  in  Smith- 
field  Vital  Records  but  notes  that  she  was -married  in  Glocester. 
All  other  marriages,  and  the  death  of  Ivlary ,  are  recorded  in  Glo¬ 
cester.  Hartford,  IT.  Y.  death  records  are  from  tombstones  in 
the  Old  Baptist  Cemetery.  These  were  published  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Historic  and  Genealogical  Register,  vol.  cxv,  p.  205. 


